Charity Trip to Aquaria KLCC

BRINGING JOY TO PATIENTS WITH LUNG DISEASES

Lung Foundation of Malaysia provides opportunity for patients to enjoy a fun day at Aquaria KLCC

KUALA LUMPUR, 15 April 2007 – Lung Foundation of Malaysia (LFM) once again went all out to bring joy to children with lung diseases by organizing a charity trip to Aquaria KLCC. More than 70 paediatric patients from Persatuan Keluarga Anak-Anak Penyakit Paru-Paru and Kelab Asma Kanak-Kanak as well as their guardians had the opportunity to enjoy the ‘wonders of the underwater’, thanks to LFM’s noble effort in improving the quality of lives among these children.

This is a second charity trip organized by the Foundation since its establishment in November 2005. The first trip, which also marked the official launch of LFM, was held in Zoo Negara in August 2006. 

Dr. Zainudin Md Zin, Chairman of LFM, who is also Consultant Physician and Respiratory Physician at Damansara Specialist Hospital, expressed his gratitude towards Aquaria KLCC and Nadicorp for their kind support towards making this charity trip a reality for these patients.

“This annual charity trip is meant to provide an opportunity for children for lung diseases and their parents to enjoy a fun-filled day out of their homes or hospital beds. Like any ordinary children, these paediatric patients also deserve a chance to live their lives to the fullest,” enthused Dr. Zainudin.

According to Dr. Zainudin, lung disease is the No.2 killer disease in Malaysia. If left untreated, it can lead to prolonged suffering, disability and even death due to insufficient oxygen or excessive carbon dioxide.

In Malaysia, the prevalence of asthma alone among primary school children is reported as 13.8% and 9.6% for children aged between 13 to 14 years old and the numbers are increasing.

“Care for patients with lung diseases can be very difficult and expensive, more so if it involves the usage of life support devices such as oxygen concentrators, cylinders and CPAP (Continuous Positive Airway Pressure) for a long period of time. Understanding the problems faced by the patients and their families, LFM is established to assist them to obtain sufficient and effective treatment. The Foundation also work towards enhancing public awareness on lung diseases and fund scientific researches related to the improvement of treatment of the diseases,” explained Dr. Zainudin.

As a non-profit organization, Dr. Zainudin stressed that the Foundation needs the contributions and support from the public and corporate sector to sustain its ability to continue helping the under privileged patients.

Puan Soraya, President of Persatuan Keluarga Anak-Anak Penyakit Paru-Paru, thanked the Foundation for its continuous efforts in assisting children with lung diseases to lead a better quality of life.

“The children are very happy and grateful for being given the opportunity to go out from the confine of their homes and enjoy a fun weekend like any other healthy children. Despite the fact that some patients have to carry their heavy oxygen cylinders throughout the trip, all the participants, including their family members, had a great time today,” said Puan Saroya in her speech. 
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